REMARKS/ARGUMENT 

Claims 1-13, 16-21, 24, and 30 have been canceled without prejudice, and claims 

14, 15, 22, 23, 25 and 31 have been amended. Accordingly, claims 14, 15, 22, 23, 25-29, and 31 
are currently pending in the present application. It is respectfully submitted that the amendments 
to the claims do not add new matter and have adequate support throughout the Specification. 

Also, Applicant thanks Examiner for noting the allowability of claims 22, 23 and 
31 if rewritten in independent to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. Claims 22, 23 and 30 have been rewritten in allowable pursuant to the 
Examiner's suggestions. It is respectfully submitted that the amendments to these claims do not 
add new matter. 

I. CLAIM REJECTIONS 

Claims 12-18, 21, 25-27 and 30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 1,897,400 to Scofield (hereinafter "Scofield"); claims 12-14, 16- 
18, and 25-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
5,282,410 to Sanderson (hereinafter " Sanderson "); and claims 19, 20, 28 and 29 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over Scofield in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,154,384 to 
Owens (hereinafter " Owens "), also referred to as Ovens in the Office Action. 

Claims 12, 16-21, and 30 have been canceled herein without prejudice, thereby 
mooting the rejections of these claims. Additionally, allowable claims 22, 23, and 31 have been 
rewritten in independent form pursuant to the Examiner's suggestions, and remaining claims 14, 

15, and 25-29 ultimately depend from allowable claim 22. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that all claims are 
allowable over the cited prior art. Accordingly, it is kindly requested that the rejections of claims 
12-18, 16-21, 25-29 and 30 be withdrawn. 
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II. CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all pending claims are 
currently in allowable condition. Accordingly, reconsideration and prompt allowance of all 
pending claims is therefore earnestly solicited. 
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